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This course will investigate the issues and problems inherent in the globalization of 
technology, economics, and culture in this new century.  Countries and economies 
have become entwined in each other’s identities and economies, and cultural 
diversity is both threatened and proliferating at one and the same time.  How much 
can the world’s markets continue to grow and connect?  How does the spread of 
information change what we know about one another?  Should we be afraid of 
progress?  Does the world understand the United States?  Do we understand the 
world?  How can ‘growth’ or ‘development’ be sustained?  Can we remain a leading 
nation in an uncertain economy?  Is globalization an idea whose time has come and 
gone? How has COVID-19 and the re-examination of global free trade changed our 
sense of its future? 
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS:  
 





Jonathan Porritt, The World We Made, (Phaidon, 2013) which is available for 
download here:  https://tinyurl.com/yyo2zfvl 
 
We will read this book in the final weeks of class. 
 
 
Class attendance in person and participation in discussion is required. All students 
will do short presentations of the reading throughout the semester. 
 
One five page research paper on an assigned topic.   
One substantial ten page research paper from a series of topics suggested by me just 
after the midterm (Honors students will need to write seven and fifteen pages).   
 
Both papers will be expected to be based on original, thoughtful research, not just a 
collection of facts gleaned from a quick web search.  Take home midterm exam.  
Take home final exam.   
 
Final grade is a fair combination of the above. 
 
STS 308 Fall 21                 COURSE SCHEDULE            (subject to change) 
     
Sep. 2  What does globalization mean now?  pp. 5-33. 
Sep. 7  The world and the virus. pp. 34-75. 
Sep. 9  How do we know the truth?, pp. 76-97. 
Sep. 14  Fake news continued. Russia influencing our elections, pp. 97-121. 
Sep. 16  The roots of inequality.  pp. 122-180. 
Sep. 21  Rothenberg away, film: to be decided 
Sep. 23  Rothenberg away, film: to be decided 
Sep. 28  online class Climate Change. pp. 181-230. 
Sep. 30  online class Climate Change. pp. 231-249. 
Oct. 5  Climate Change, pp. 260-340. 
Oct. 7  Development and freedom.  pp. 341-372.  
Oct. 12  Development and Freedom, 
The big vs. the small solutions.  Sachs vs. Easterly. pp. 373-418. First paper assigned. 
Oct. 14  Approaches to poverty cont. pp. 419-458.   
Oct. 19  The next steps on poverty, pp. 458-515. 
 
Oct. 21  The GMO Controversy, pp. 516-541. 
Oct. 26  Sweatshops and smartphones, pp. 542-605. First Paper Due. 
             Take home midterm handed out. 
Oct. 28  Factories and outsourcing, pp. 606-615.  
Nov. 2  China. pp. 616-654.  
Take home midterm due. 
Nov. 4  China cont., pp. 655-691. 
Nov. 9  Global trade agreements and trade wars, pp. 692-760.  
Nov. 11 Africa the Bright Continent, pp. 761-809. Final paper assigned.  
Nov. 16 Kalle Lasn, Meme Wars, pp. 863-911.  
Nov. 18 The future of economics, pp.912-974. Paper topics due.  
Nov. 23 The World We Made 
Nov. 25 NO CLASS, Thanksgiving 
Nov. 30 The World We Made. 
Dec. 2  Final presentations 
Dec. 7  Final presentations 
Dec. 9  Final presentations, and the future of globalization.  
Last day of class.  Final papers due.  Take-home final exam handed out. 
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